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G-3 File Fo, GSCP_U_ 091 PI . Date:
3 19 March 1947
SURJECT: Recognition, request for 3. Type of Commnice
FROM  : M. Custodio 4 V. Cruz, San Juan,Rizal :™~ " pin
GROSS REFZIREFCES
FCR ACTION BY: : = 5 Ta!
(file symbol only) 2 Soronemoes

GSCPU i Taitial Date

1st Lt Charles L Homewood G%
OFFICER TAKIFG ACTION (and initials)

___Policy : Non-Policy : Recommending ¢

: . Approval | @ 5

: B S e :
(File Symbol) (Eetion) | :
10: g FOR:__g) :
] :
7/1 L o
LY :

VEMPRANDU FOR RECORD
Col Gerald F Lillard:

1. Custodies Intell Service USAFFE consisting of 14 men, has not
been favorably considered. 2 members have previously been recognized
with II Corps PQOG.

This unit does not fulfill the requirevents of the five basic
pomte for recognition., See attached Team Leader's Report.

3. No useful purpose will be accomplished by further investiga-
tion of this unit,

4, All worthy members have been recognized and the unit suffered
no ca sualt/Ls.

1st Lt cm 5S QS/W o

1. Concur: Capt S‘,C. Buchanan

¥ Chief, Southgrn Luzon
¢ ﬂ\){ﬁ(
2. Concur: DMaj C.H, Werizell

Actg Chief, Branch
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GPFICE OF TRE GOMRANDIRG GENEMAL
mmn/”}’ aro 707
tu‘l-I— QAMAR 1947

mﬁ»MI

-mmu:mmm: be informed
h.“ organization under m:-nu’" u::c
o
mmwmund—n&a&

Amdm‘lm- for guerrilla tiony

mnf-ta-nbmumum
m lbuuudnl eonsidering the re-

wmite -u tion and M.‘l cougie

wite
mnm»mmw resognition guere
rnhwhutdcuuun-‘:;midmmunumm

8¢ Record of service was not substentiated by
sufficient scceptsble evidence,

ix. unit was not maintained satisfaetorily in
the field opposition to the enemy,

8 mﬂﬁot of the unit did not contribute
¥y to the defent of the enemy,

ds A definite organisation was not esteblished,

Alq-hunuu t maintained (
rasks, dates of and nesessary rel Tantidn) s

M‘m of the units ¢id not indicate
dmm by its lesder, because ofi

i *m-m Desertion of personnel to join other units,

24 WRDutk 014 not snow sstisfactory sontinuity of
aetivity and organizationy
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority A/A} WSGW

This deeision on the proposed unit roster does not preclude
submission for casualty recognition by those individuals who are
qualified and feel justificd in entering such claims. U on &
;Qﬁ_llt.:y interested individuals, appropriate forms vu! be

orwarded,

our attention is invited to Presidential Executive Order
0s " th of the Philippines, copy of whith is
attached, for any necessary action in connection therewith,

Sincerely,
1 Inels
Executive Order No. 68 THOMAS J. BROWN
CWo,
ASST ADJ GEN

Col Gerald F Lillard:

l. Custodies Intell Service USAFFE consisting of 14 men,
has not been favorably considered, 2 members have previously
been recognized with II Corps PQOG.

2, This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the
five basic points for recognition, See attached Team Leader's
Report.

3. No useful purpose will be accomplished by further
investigation of this unit,

4. A1l worthy members have been recognized znd the unit
suffered no casualties,

3 Gatter ot

st Lt., Cavalry Y 7

1. Concur: Gapt sic Buchanan
Chief, Southern Luzon

2. Concur: Maj C.H. Wentzell
Actg Chief, Unit Branch
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DECLASSIFIED

nutry ANDFSSTE

Benort on Custodies Intelligence Service, USAFFE

Ls 1st Lt Charles L Homewood on 8th March 1947, examined
$he unit file on Custodies Intelligence Service UQALEE wogan
the command of 1st Lt Melecio Custodio,

2. ALLEGED HISTORY: (See attached unit file)
3. ELNDINGS:

e 00 field investigation was deemed necessary after
careful examination of the unit file,

e ahecord of service was not subbtentiated by suffi
eient acceptable evidence. There are no records other than one
roster which is dated 14 March 1946,

S ot unit was not maintained satisfactorily in the
ield in opposition to the ememy. The unit doce not clarn any
contact with the enemy,

d. Activities of the wnit did not contribute materially
gntual defeat of the enemy, The members of this weis

s Sathered information on how the Japanese were treat-
the civilian population, but had no way of relaying their
information to the proper authorities,

oirah definite organization was not established. There
8re mo records to show where an organization existed,

{: adequate records were not matntained, names, ranks,
dates of loining and necessary related information.  Nooh re the
above listed information could be found in the unit £ipee

$°,(Ferformance of the unit d4id not indicate adeguate
Sontrol by 1ts leaders because of desertion of pesaianos” o join
Ofher units, Members listed on the unit roster mase bomn recoge
nized with other units (PQOG).

hefUIdt did not show satisfactory contimuity of activie
%y and organization, There are no records to shen $rit the unit
ever had any astivities or organization,

L onTo userul purpose will be accomplished by further
investigatign of this unit, There are no menbee. worthy of
recognition and the unit claims no casualties,

4, FOLITICAL ASPECTS: This unit does not appear to have
any politicel afriliations or aspirations,

Ho53B N oy J—

ATNSEVIIT -



DECLASSIFIED

Autorty AN F5367|

H mg!m_mm It is recommended that the Custodies
Intelligence Service USAFFE be not considered for recognition.

Z

LEs L HolEioop
1st Lt., Cavalry
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[ DECLASSIFIE

COFFICE OF THE CHIEF, MILITARY INTELLIGENCE
USAKFYFE UNIT, MANILA
CuUSTODIO'S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
Manila

14 pgrch 1946
SUBJECT: Recognition, Request for
T0 3 CG, Guerilla Affairs Section, AFWESPAC, APO 707

1, Request ig respectfully made for the recognition
of the CUSTODIO!S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, a unit of the mili-
texry Intelligence unit, manila, initiated by uen, BASILIC
J. VALDEZ under the direct command and supexvision of the
undexsigned, \

2, This unit is composed of fourteen (14) members
composed of Officers (Regular and Reserve, Phil, Army) and
Civilian Operatives, P,A, They are charged with the duties
of gathezing infoimeation on the treatment of rilipino civi-
lians by the yaps during the occupation of manile and neigh-
boring provinces as well as vital militaty information,

3. Attached hexeto is the history of this upit, con-
sisting of its activities and pextinent papers thereof,

4, The attzched unit roster, this sexvice shows that
all membere are classified as OPLD’TIVES, theixr ranks in the
Army of the Philippines, notwithstanding.

5, Should this gpplication for recognition meet your
favoreble approval, members of this unit are available fox
screening and reorganizetion to confoim “1th/the L/O & h
as 1equired.

T HALECT
lst|Lt, Ch1ef Hilitary
telllbemce, lanila
Be t&jto A.C. of S, G2, P.A,

/i o e ;
# .,J /Y #an t‘/,:’

ip  Authority MA/D 223303 ;:l
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| DECLASSIFIED  Authority

OFY¥ICE Or THE CHIEF, MILITARY INTELLICLNCE
USAKKE UNIT, MANILA
CUSTODIO'S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
Manila

14 march 1946
SUBJECT: History of the CUSTODIO'S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE

TO s CG, Guerills Affairs Section, AFWESPAC, APO 707

1, On 7 rebrusry 1948, Gen, BASILIO J. VALDEZ called
me from Bataan to Corregido:r with instructions to czroes the
enemey line and observe the treatment given by the Japsnese
to the civilian population and the Japanese activities in
manila and neighboring provinces, 1In the evening of the same
day, I took a boat from Corregidor to Carabao 1sland, then
to Cavite Province, 1 hiked and crossed the mountains of Ca-
vite, arriving in manila on 10 rebruary 1942, 1In Manila, I
instructed the PA Operatives, who weze working under me, to
make a complete report about the sapanese treatment of the
civilian population and Japs activities in manila and surround-
dag provinces,

2, About the middle of wrebruzry 1948, all my opera-
tives 1endered their reports to me, except HIRAL RALOS, whom
I sent to the southern provinces, bout tue third week of
march 1942, he arrived and informed me that he was delayed
because he was caught by the yapanese and was required to do
force labor in Guinayangan, layabas, #&fter rendering his re-
ports to me and reports on hand, I proceeded to Hagonoy, Bu-
lacan to cross manila Bay for Bataan, but due to the strict
suxveillance of Jap patrols in manilz Bay and when the banca
L hired was spotted by the vaps in the mouth of Hagonoy river,
the Japs began to fire their machine guns towaxds us, so th&t
1 made my way back to manila, The next step I took was to
reach Bataan was via Cavite but while in the latter province,
the Japanese detained and questioned me for six (6) hours at
uaragondon, for civilisns wexe then prohibited to cross their
line, Afterwsrde, the Japanese forced me to go back to Manila,
¥rom that time on, there was no more mesns of going to Corre-~
gidor,

3, When Bataan fell on 9 April 1942, I called on DIXDO
GONZALES to activate an underground movement compoged of ope-~
ratives with the help of HANS MENSI, Lt was agreed by us
that we would open a sari-gari store to disguise our purpose
and mission but due to some loose talk 6f Some.sf the members,
they were apprehended by the Jap sempei-Tai, which resulted
in the confinement of ¥ERNANDO PEREZY HANS MENSI and HIRAM
RANOS at rort santiago, I received infoimation that the Japs
ransacked my house in Lucena, Tayabas, searched for me and
tock my pictures and brought them to rort Sentiago for iden-
tificaticn by my subordinatee, Vhen the Japs could not ap-

prehend me, they made copies of my pictures ang offered g



rewaxd of rive Thousand (25,000,00) pesos for my capture,
dead or alive,

4, Reports of Operatives, this unit, are made fion
time to time to the undersigned up to the liberation of
manila, compilation of which had been submitted for what
they may be woith in connection with collaboration cases
to uven, BABILIO J, VALDEZ, Copies of compiled reports
especially on tieatment of the Japs of the civilian popu=-
lation, sre furnished the CID (Counter Intelligence Coxps)
of the united States,

5, The members of this unit who are still alive had
returned to military control &s indicated in the roster,
submitted hexeto,

Ipr ; ity S BT
“DI.CLAQ’S]FI D Authority %Ol& !




I, BASILIO J VAIDES, of legal age, married, Filipino,
a Major General in the Philippine Army, with residence and
Dpostal address in the Clty of Manila, Philippines, upon

being duly sworn to in accordance with law depose and say:

2 |

0

[DECLASSIFIED  Authority

That, duplng the Battle of Bataan, on or
about Februery 7, 1942, I ordered the then Lt.
Melecio E. Gustodio of the Military Intelli-
gence Service in Bataan to report to me in Gor-
regidor;

THAT, upon reporting to me I instructed
him to procedd to Manila incognito, and observe
how the Japanese Military Authorities treated the
civilian population and also observe important

Japanese activities in Manila and hereby provin-
ces;

THEAT, in accordance with my instructions,
Lt. Custodio proeeeded to Manila via Cavite in
the evening of 7 February 1942 to perform the
confidentiel mission I required him to do, but
due to the tight surveillance of the Japanese
Forces of all water routes to Corregidor as well

&g of all entrances to Batzan, Lt. Gustodio was
not able to return;

THAT, on March 25, 1945, upon my retura to
Manlla, Lt. Custodio presented himself to me and
gave a detailed report of all his observations
from the time I send him to Manila up to the 1li-
beration of the capital;

THAT, the stay of Lt. Melecio E.
(now Capt. Melecio B Custod:
up to the time of the liberation of the City orf
Manlle was authorized by me as Chlef of Staff of
the Philippine Army.
Further affiant sayeth not.

SGD BASILIO J VALDES

Custodio
lc) from February 1942

Major General, Phllippine. Koy

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this

14th day of Jan-
uary 1946, In the City of Manila,

86D/ LUIS S BERVWARBE
( Administering Officer)

Ist Lieut., JAGS



Neme

1 MELECIC CUSTODIO

2.LEON C. RODRIGUEZ 3

3.SATURNLINO ABES
4, ALFREDO AnNDAL

5,LuUlS HIZOoN

6.DI0SCCRC FRANCISCOs
7.GONZALO ALBERTO

Army Rank

Ox¥ICE OF THE

USAKKYE UNLT, Manila
CuSTODIO®*S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE
Manila

s lst TLt(PA) s
3rd Lt(PAR)
+ 1st Lt(PAR) 3
s Capt,(PAR) :

g Civ,Operative(PA)

-do= ]

s Sgt. (PA) t

8, ILDEFONSO RUNES ¢ Civ, Operative
9, PEDRO BARTOLOME ¢ -do- s
10, HIRAM RAHOS : ~do= s
11, HANS MENSE : 2nd Lt,(PAR):
12, DINDQO GONZALES 3 -do - s
13, sERNANDO FEREZ— 3 Civ.Operative
14, SERNANDO B, NUEVO; 3rd Lt.(PAR):

I DRECLASSIFIED  Authority MA/D g3 33

CHIENY MILITARY INTELLIGENCE

14 warch 1946

bate Joined

10
15

Heb,1942 $
rebruary*44s
22 June 1943 3
30 August 1943

10 reb, 1942

~do~ 3
=d0o=- ]
-do=- H
=do~- 3
~do-
HAVIOPRIABLI NEXS

20 April 1942:
-do- H

10 rebidoaiyse

31 Oct.,1943 ¢

~

Lt,

Precent Status & 0ffice
Capt, CID, G-2, HPA

Sp.Agent,CIDPAKWESEL C
1st Lt.CIC, G-2,HPA
Capt.Promoticn Board,HPA
Reporter, Civilian
Press Officer, mPD.
Sgt. MPC, Hq & HQ
Employee, Bu.of Census
Civilien - Non e
Status unknown

major, MPC, HQ & HQ
1lst Lt, PA (Pangasinan)
Hajor, PA (Guerilla)

2nd Lt. CIC, G-2, HPA

0" CUsT
Chief, |military

lintelligenice, manila

Aggt)l to A.C.‘of S5, G-2, P,A,
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